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TO: Candidates for the Board of Library Trustees 
FROM: Lesley Jakacki, acting Executive Director (aka Library District Secretary for Elections) 
RE: McHenry Public Library District Board -- Trustee Candidate Packets 
DATE: For April 6, 2021 Election 
 
 
Thank you for your interest in the McHenry Public Library District. I have put together an information 
packet that includes the forms you’ll need to get your name on the April 6, 2021, Consolidated Election 
Ballot. You’ll need to sign your name to check out a packet (FOIA). If you need any additional forms or 
replacement copies, you can contact me or print them from the Candidate’s Guide at 
https://elections.il.gov/Downloads/ElectionOperations/PDF/2021CanGuide.pdf 

 
 
A few brief reminders: 
 

1. Candidates can start to circulate petitions for signatures on Tuesday, September 22, 2020 
 

2. The period for legally filing completed petitions for candidacy is December 14-21, 2020. By filing, 
I mean returning your completed packet  (signed petitions, etc.) to the library and signing some 
documents. Do NOT return your packets to the County Court House or the County Clerk’s 
office! 
 

3. Although the last legal day to file your petitions is Monday, December 21, 2020 (4:00 p.m.), 
please consider Friday, December 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. the last day. That way, if you have 
something incomplete on your forms and you submit it to me, we can review it and have time to 
remedy it.  
 

4. If I am not in the library- You’ll be asked by staff at the Checkout Desk to sign in again when 
submitting your completed forms. The staff will record the date/time the forms are submitted. 
Upon returning the forms to the library by Friday, December 18, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., you will be 
given 3 forms (a receipt of campaign disclosure, D-5, and Article 29-B). The receipt of Campaign 
Disclosure must be completed and signed and then added to the other forms in each candidate’s 
packet.  
 

5. You’ll need the Statement of Candidacy (Nonpartisan) completely filled out, signed, and notarized 
(the library can notarize), 6 pages of the Nonpartisan Petition, with printed AND signed names of 
voters consecutively numbered and stapled. 
 

6. Be sure to read the forms to learn what needs to be stapled, numbered consecutively, and/or 
notarized. 
 

7. The Loyalty Oath is optional but recommended. 
 

8. You can photocopy a blank petition sheet if you need additional sheets -- you can photocopy free 
of charge at the Library. 
 

-over- 



 
9. 50 signatures are required on the Nonpartisan petition. It’s usually a good idea to get at least 

10-15% (5-10) more signatures to account for invalid voter registrations. You actually need only 
2% of the votes cast at the last election for the Library Trustees or 50, whichever is less. 
 
 

10.  You need not be the one to circulate the petitions -- others can campaign for you. However, you 
may want to have flyers with a campaign statement/photo available for petition signers. The other 
person should sign as the circulator. The person circulating the petition must witness all 
signatures.  
 

11. Although I’ve included information about campaign financing, you will receive this information 
again when you turn in your petition. 

 
12. The Statement of Economic Interest must also be completed -- do not tear off the receipt at the 

page bottom.  
 
 
13. Things to remember -- Anyone who signs their name to a candidate’s petition should use the 

signature that appears on their voter registration card; each page of a candidate’s petition must 
be notarized.  

 
14. Finally, let me extend an offer to call or meet with you if you have questions about the duties of a 

Library Trustee. (Lesley Jakacki, office: 815-385-0036 ext. 325 ljakacki@mchenrylibrary.org ) 
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